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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 
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3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of tiie certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from tiie 

International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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ALLOWANCE 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to tlie record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Richard J. Hammond on 3/22/07. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Cancel claim 8. 

Amend Claim 9 to read: In the process according to claim 16 wherein said reaction 
temperature is from about 30° to about 60°C. 

Amend Claim 16. Delete the period at the end of the claim and add: , wherein the 
reaction temperature of step 1 is from about 15° to 75°C, 



Reasons for allowance 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Applicant has canceled claim 1 and entered a new independent claim 16. 
Closest art is US 6.323,359 ('359). The instant method of preparing probucol 
derivatives differs from the method of '359 in that a ketone is used as a solvent in the 
instant invention, while THF is used in '359. Another difference is the ratio of solvent to 
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starting material (SM). When comparing the two processes the difference is clear. '359 
uses about 5:1 (solvent : SM) (see example 1, lines 50-56). The instant invention 
considerably reduces the amount of solvent required for practicing process. According 
to claim 16, 2:1 to 1 :5 is the solvent : SM ratio. The decrease in the amount of solvent 
in the reaction resulting from use of acetone is an unexpected result that marks the 
improvement of the instant claims over the process described in '359. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



